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Executive Summary

This is the concluding report on a project theme that has been supported by SBEnrc for over a decade
based on how to transform Australian cities with technology transit integrated with new urban design
precincts around stations. The research was globally recognised, and a major international symposium
held with the City of Stirling in Perth, Western Australia. This project highlights the continuing impact
and global interest which shows that the innovations funded through SBEnrc were indeed of real
interest and hosted by the City of Stirling likely to bear fruit.

The Net Zero Transit Symposium and Trial in November 2023 attracted global interest and showed
multiple benefits, and popularity, of a new class of mid-capacity vehicle, which tangibly demonstrated
the opportunity of urban regeneration along main roads. More than 1,200 people rode the
demonstration trackless tram vehicle, with 94% reporting the ride quality as ‘good’ to ‘excellent’ and
a survey of residents conducted after the event finding that “76% supported the trackless trams as a
public transport option”.

The City of Stirling received national recognition from Prime Minister Anthony Albanese in July 2024
for winning an award at the National Awards for Local Government, held in Canberra, that attracted
144 nominations and 12,000 votes across its categories with the city winning the Productivity through
Infrastructure category. The award commends initiatives that use technological innovations, consider
sustainability, liveability and productivity in investment strategies and planning and addresses long-
term infrastructure priorities.

The City of Stirling Mayor commented that “I’'m really proud of the city being recognised for excellence
at the federal level with this achievement. | would like to thank the teams involved at the City of
Stirling, as well our partners in the trial including ITSG, CRRC, Shanghai Electric and Curtin University
for their hard work and commitment.”

The symposium statement recommended the following steps forward:
1. Designated Net Zero Boulevards should be created along selected main roads
as part of Mid-capacity Strategies, Movement and Place Strategies, Affordable Housing
Strategies, and Net Zero Housing, Transport and Planning Strategies.

2. Demonstration Projects need to be established to show how mid-capacity transit can help
unlock the best kind of net zero boulevards and net zero housing opportunities. These could
be sought by government or received as unsolicited bids.

3. Procurement Processes for these demonstration boulevards should be established to enable
partnerships to be developed at the outset, such as Alliancing and Joint Ventures, to ensure
that value is fully realised, from the combination of government, operators, developers and
civil society.

While this is the final project from this Curtin University research theme in the Sustainable Built
Environment National Research Centre, Australia, after 10 years focusing on integrated public
transport and urban development, the work is expected to continue to have wide impact. The baton
has been passed to organisations such as the C40, World Economic Forum, state governments and
private companies looking to implement the ideas in Queensland, Victoria, New Zealand, Malaysia,
Ghana, Zimbabwe and the United States. Aspects of this research will continue through the SBEnrc
supported Pathways to Net Zero Precincts project in the Reliable, Affordable, Clean Energy (RACE) for
2030 Cooperative Research Centre and other projects.
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